Minutes of meeting No:1 GSM Jubileum

Held at the home of Peanuts Fouché, 21 Louw street Brackenfell, on the 13th January 2006 at 18:00.

Present: Peanuts Fouché, Con Joubert, Wayne Harley and Piet van Niekerk.

This was the first “formal meeting” held. There was no agenda. Discussions took place at random. Ideas leading into others, often interrupting trains of thought.

Con Joubert arrived from Bloemfontein earlier in the day, and his effort to come to Cape Town to meet with Car Magazine’s Stirling Kotzé , Stuart Lowe and Mike Monk acted/resulted as a catalyst to get the ball rolling in quite a significant way. This was not the idea, but that is how it worked out. Piet van Niekerk met Con at the Cape Town International Airport and took him directly to a prearranged meeting with Car. Stirling Kotzé was unfortunately not able to attend.
During this “intro meeting” a few points were raised. It was agreed that Cape Town was a more “logic” centre, and the Gariep Dam idea unanimously cast aside. During discussions over coffee, Stuart suggested a Flamingo be acquired, restored and sort of “raffled” and handed to the winner of the raffle as the “HIGH LIGHT” of the Jubileum during the main ceremony. A name and telephone number of a possible seller was given to Stuart, who was going to follow it up. (Rudi Appel, Pretoria). The more intricate detail of the scheme were to be left to Stuart. Stuart also suggested Car does a road test on a Dart and a Flamingo; say one month before the actual event, which should focus publicity on the Jubileum. Obviously we would require pristine, concourse type cars to hand over to Car for a day or two! How about that….. Whose cars are we going to use?
After this meeting, and lunch at Killarney, WPMC Clubhouse, Con was taken to Dr Ruperts farm L’Ormarins, which is to become the absolutely fabulous new home of the exhibits from well know Heidelberg (Tvl) Motor Museum which has been closed. I am sure this venture will become a popular worldwide tourist attraction. Watch the press for the “Grand Opening!”
Should our club be privileged enough to use this as a “main venue” (L’Ormarins) for our Jubileum, the whole exercise can only be on its way to success!

Wayne Harley (curator of the museum) took time out to show us around, explaining in detail what would go where, leaving Con and Piet in absolute awe! Nothing is too much trouble and it will be a fantastic amenity to the Western Cape.

Proceeding thereafter to the luxurious and comfortable facilities of 21 Louw street., meeting no 1 commenced.

It was agreed that the foremost requirement for a successful Jubileum would be to get as man people as possible to attend. The people we are talking about are, every single person ever involved with GSM of its products in any way whatsoever. People who owned cars, people that worked for GSM at any stage, people who sold cars at Grosvenor Motors, People that drove them and raced them, and all the fans GSM ever had, together with their GSM cars.

WE WOULD LIKE TO ASSEMBLE AS CLOSE TO 100 CARS AS POSSIBLE!!!!!

Cars may be driven to the event, brought on trailers of b any other means. We want your car there……even if it is a basket case waiting to be restored.
In order to do this, it would be necessary to make it as easy and economically viable as possible to get to the venue with their cars. We would immediately research the possibility of large “car transporters” to bring cars to Cape Town from all over the country, JHB, DURBAN, PE, BlOEM etc., and take them back. We realize that driving a fifty year old car, even a GSM, close to two thousand miles can be a feat on its own, if nothing breaks and everything goes smoothly. Let’s not even go into what could happen if trouble develops! We will also look into possible fuel sponsorships, or even subsidies!

We must also make the people want to attend. In order to do this we must offer something that could NEVER EVER be repeated. It would be possible for owners of each GSM car present, to be photographed next to his car, with Bob van Niekerk, and autographed by him, in colour and a very nice frame! Persons attending will also receive an engraved medal or badge proving that you were in fact there.

Name tags could be made so that we could recognize each other!

Accommodation could be looked into be GETAWAY!

Dr Johan Rupert has been thinking of sponsoring the wine at a possible formal dinner, with VIP guests. We are fortunate to have Bob van Niekerk around at the age of 78, the only one of the original trio that were responsible for the design of GSM’s, still surviving. Sidney Ehrenreich, an employee of the factory from before it had an official name until it closed! Mias Engelbrecht was another employee with long service. Peanuts was a small boy helping to shape Dart hubcaps in his sparetime. Peter Gough, Bill Jennings, Denis Joubert, Dave Coleman and Piet van Niekerk were all people who successfully raced Darts and Flamingos on S.A. circuits winning races and even championships for Denis and Peter Gough!
We will be researching memorabilia such as golf shirts, key rings, caps, flags, and scale models of Darts/Flamingo ect….

We will also investigate insurance for your car during and to/from the event. A date has not even been fixed. The calendar has to be studied and “double dating” with other motoring events should be avoided. Sometime in September 2007 might be suitable.

It appears that the event will take place over one weekend, starting on the Friday evening, through Saturday with displays and talks by informed people, with a run through the passes on Sunday, again closing off with a braai at an appropriate venue.

At this stage nothing is cast in stone, and ideas will be welcome.

We are toying with a registration fee to show commitment at this stage, but more about that later.

This will go onto our website, and in the very near future you will also be able to access info via Cars website, details to follow.

Meeting adjourned at 22.30. Kind regards.

Piet van Niekerk

