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It has been awhile since the last newsletter, and this year is already three months old. The Soccer World 
Cup is upon us, and we have to start thinking about a date for our year end party.  

  
 So much to do and so little time. Thinking back, last year was quite a hectic year, and this one promises 
to be just as busy. As the days come and go, very quietly there are a few GSM members that keep the 
GSM flag flying high with very little recognition from most of us. 
 
Our legendary little cars built the GSM reputation on the racetracks of South Africa, winning races in the 
hands of Bob, Willie, Denis, Clarry, Peter Gough, Ritchie Jute, Ernie Retief, Ernie Magson, Reggie 
Biggs, Steve Botes, Roy van der Sandt, The Rossler brothers, Bill Jennings, Ernie Pieterse, Dave 
Coleman, Sandy Brunette, Hugh Carrington, Fouch Fouche, Fritz le Roux and many more, including my 
self occasionally. Even today driven by Peter du Toit and his sons, Johan Walters and Andre Sickler, 
also Mike Altona in Gauteng. 
 
The recently completed Classic-series prominently featured a lone Dart, driven by Mike Altona that just 
would not stay out of the results. Mike raced it at Kyalami, sharing with Leeroy Poulter, and at stages 
with Peter de Klerk, Zwartkops, East London and Killarney. At the end of the series he finished in 4th 
place overall, and second on index of performance. I would like to mention that in the overall results, the 
winner was a Porsche, second and third were Peter Lindenberg and Lazarus in GT 40 replicas with Mike 
fourth, beating Tony Martin his sponsor into fifth place in his very fast Cobra. 
 
Mike recalls standing in the pits at Grand Central, as a six year old, watching Hugh Carrington and Chris 
Fergusson win the 1959 9hour race overall, This is where he decided “I want to own a car like that one 
day” Well his dream came true and today he is enjoying driving his Dart against the classics of 1959 
very successfully.��

 
He bought the Dart from Rory Webster, it has a 1640 Cortina motor with twin Webers, with about 80kw 
at the back wheels. During his first year of racing, he competed in Fine Cars at Zwartkops with the Dart, 
that was in 2002 and came 4th, in 2005 he was third and in 2007 he was 2nd in the Sports and GT 
championship, before winning it in 2008. In 2009 he was 2nd again being closely beaten by a Porsche 
911.In the next newsletter we will do an article on Johan Walters and his Andrew Sickler built Dart. 

 
On the local racing front, we have seen the first speed event at the FMM, where Mr. Rupert has built a 
track for single cars to be timed around a tricky circuit. This proved to be great fun, especially for the 
competitors, I am sure this will be repeated and with the lessons learnt and 20/20 vision in hindsight, 
major changes will be made and we can all look forward to the event next year. Wayne Harley and Deon 
de Waal drove many of the Museums exotic cars, from a model T Ford to the latest Ferraris, old Bugattis 
and more modern Aston Martins. The fastest time recorded was that of a Porsche at 1.57.46, but it was 
disqualified as being too much of a modern car. Other cars were also disqualified being over 1980 which 



was the cut off date. The fastest allowed was Peter Lindenberg in a GT 40 at 1.58.28, the Ross Lazarus 
also a GT40 at 1.59.64, then a racing Lotus 7 race car at 2.01.81, then a Ferrari at 2.01.82, followed by 
Andrew Sickler in his 4 cylinder Dart at 2.06.01., beating Capri Perranas and great big Chevs and D-
type Jags. Not bad eh. 
 
Keith Johnstone from Bonnievale has sold his Dart, he wont tell us who bought it, so if anyone has a 
clue, please let us know. It is important for the register Peanuts is keeping. Keith still has a Cortina 1500 
engine for sale and a bullet gearbox with remote shift. His contact number is: 0826889012.  
 
Hein van der Watt entered his Flamingo at the Concourse held by the Museum, as did Peanuts with his 
1969 R100 Mazda and red 1972 RX2 Coupe Mazda. It cost a R1000 to enter the concourse and Hein car 
was so good that a Pirelli sponsorship was organized by the chairman. So much effort was put into 
preparing cars for this event that even if you did not win anything, the cars were up to a concourse level. 
Hein’s car is really good, as is Peanuts R100. 

   
 
 
The 12th of February saw a bunch of locals drive up to George for the annual George show. The show 
was good, many cars and 5 Flamingos, 4 GSM Darts, 3 Levy Darts and 2 Hayden Darts. All the cars on 
our stand were very neat and clean, the trips up and down uneventful and most enjoyable. 
 
The breakfast on the 28th at Helderberg Winery has been confirmed, and after breakfast we will proceed 
up the Helderberg to see the Marc Schoeman collection of cars, I believe his collection is about 50 cars  
from old to modern and about 250 motorcycles as well. I certainly don’t want to miss that. 

 
On the 17th April, Badsberg, near Rawsonville will be hosting an event that may also include a breakfast 
run via Bainskloof and Du Toitskloof to Rawsonville. Wine tasting at Badsberg award wine winning 
cellar, all in aid of the Goudini NGK. There will be a fun 4x4 track, farm market plus entertainment for 
kids. For adult entertainment there will be a Crocodile on a spit. For further info phone Rune Hugo 
084776559. Sounds lekka. Crocodile? 
1st May will be the Knysna Car Show, combined with an Elvis Festival. Anyone interested? 
 
 
Congratulations to Zim who’s racing in the dirt track kart Championship, and is currently in 2nd place. 
Don’t be so quiet Zim, we would like to come cheer you on. It helps if you have support in the stands. 
Congrats also to Patricia who is really kicking ass at Killarney in the Midget class. She is also saving 
tyres, because she is three wheeling most of the track.  
Anneke de Beer is also getting the hang of her Alfa now and is starting to make waves on the Killarney 
oval track in the 1660cc class.               �
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Arno van der Westhuizen, Uitenhage, has now bought a Dart # 6322 to keep his 2 Flamingo’s company. 
I am sure this is going to become a concourse car. Good luck Arno. I would like to see the Dart soon. 
 

 

It’s too late to wish Rose happy birthday, but we were thinking of you anyway.  
 
Neville and Cynthia have moved down to Cape Town from the farm in Laingsburg. We will surely see 
more of them now. Welcome to Cape Town.       

                
Now for the intensive care section, I am sure this can only get shorter now, both Madge and Clarry are 
on the mend and I believe Ronnie is making phone calls again…. That means it won’t be long before he 
starts on his Dart. I have had a word with John Engelbrecht, both he and Pat are holding their own, very 
busy, Pat’s mom is 90 now, also still going strong and John is busy refurbishing his home. Should be 
complete soon, then he is going to start on his Dart, and we should enjoy their company again. 
Uncle Jack Holoway is OK, his back is giving him some trouble, but he is a tough old bugger and will 
beat it. Uncle Bob is soldiering on, his emphysema will not improve, but he is still working in his office  
very day, also one of the tough ones that just keep on keeping on. 
  
Birthdays – March     Birthdays – April 
3rd    Annelize Lubbe     1st  Piet van Niekerk (April fool) 
10th Madge Taylor     11th Marianne Oosthuizen 
11th Alf Bezuidenhout     12th Phillip Rothbart 
11th Alta van der Watt     12th Bertie Bester 
12th Rose Fouche     12th Rudi Wetermann 
13th Patrick Morton     15th Dr Con Joubert 
14th Ohna de Beer     17th Fred Keller 
17th Willie Meissner     21st Cynthia Lomnitz 
18th John Phillips     23rd Trevor Ramasammi 
22nd Tracey Kruger     23th Christo Basson 
24th Adrian Pheiffer     25th Martie Geldenhuys 
25th Megan Browne     26th Jacques Faul 
31st Lynn Brunette     26th Koos Swanepoel 
       29th Andrea Basson 
       30th Ray Browne 

 
 
 
Kind regards, happy motoring, see you soon. 
 
Piet van Niekerk 


